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Focus Oné    

 
Bay County Animal Services Adoption Trolley  

Be on the lookout for the new Bay 
County Adoption Trolley.  Bay County 
Animal Services transformed one of the 
older trolleys they purchased into a 
mobile pet adoption center.     

Most of the seats were removed to make 
room for pet crates and set-up an area 
to complete adoption paperwork, but a 
lot of the original detail has been 
retained on the inside.  The trolley will 
give Animal Services the opportunity to 
transport more animals to adoption 

events in a more controlled and 
comfortable environment.   

The use of the Trolley expands 
our opportunity to participate in 
more adoption events which in 
turn, allows more opportunities 
for our animals to be adopted.   It 
also allows an opportunity for 
people who cannot make it to the 
shelter, a chance to see the 
animals on-site in their 

neighborhoods and provides them a chance to adopt a pet.   

Bay County Animal Services held their first adoption event with the Trolley on July 11th at 
the Government Complex.  We also attended an adoption event at Laketown Wharf on 
July 19th and Pier Park on July 26th.  The Bay County Adoption Trolley has been 
tentatively scheduled for adoption events at the Government Complex the 1st Friday of 
each month, weather permitting.   

For confirmation of our adoption events locations and times, you may call the shelter 
during normal business hours Tuesday thru Friday and Saturday 10:00pm-3:00pm @ 
767-3333.  

Bay County Animal Services Volunteer Program  

Bay County Animal Services has initiated the new 
Volunteer Program and would like to welcome 
Volunteers back to our facility.  We have already started 
receiving applications and will be having our first 
orientation next month.  Volunteers provide a high level 
of service for the Animal Shelter and the community.  As 
with any program, volunteer activities must be 
structured and directed in order to maintain the integrity, 
uniformity and consistency of the overall operation of 
Bay County Animal Services.  
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County Managerõs Corner 

Everyone has probably heard of the recommendation to the Board that 3% be placed in next 
yearõs budget for salary increases, and the Board at their July 29th workshop tentatively ap-
proved it.  I have little doubt that this will receive final approval in September, and it is good 
news for everyone who has wondered when the day would come when pay raises became part 
of the work experience again (the good old days). Hats off to the Commissioners for supporting 
a tax hike that allows for this to occur next year, and it once again demonstrates how much they 
appreciate all the good work you have done in the previous tough years.  Also this note:  the 
three percent, unlike last yearõs one time bonus, will be added to everyoneõs salary base, which 
obviously allows that to grow from year to year.  And finally, the 3% will not  be tied to a merit 
increase/evaluation process.  After this many years without a raise, it will be distributed evenly 

across the board to everyone.  Thanks again for a job well done!! 

 

 

 Ed Smith  

County Manager, Bay County  

 

    

Builders Services meets with Future Electricians 

 Builders Services inspector Paul Beauchene met with the students of Tom P. Haney Technical Center's Electrical Class to 
discuss the role of Builders Services as the authority that has jurisdiction.  And he also discussed what they could expect when they 

are in the work force and call for an inspection. 

 

 

 

 

Paul explained how Building and Energy Codes, Engineering Plans, equipment installation guidelines, and even County 
ordinances can affect what is required to pass an inspection.  He broke down the different stages of construction for both 
commercial and residential projects and explained what inspections were required, and how the inspectors perform each 
inspection.  He was able to answer many questions pertaining to local electrical jobs and the building projects currently 
under construction.  Discussing the responsibility and benefits of being trained in a technical and detail oriented profes-
sion, Paul told the class that it was an enjoyable experience, and something he was glad to do.  Builder Services strives 

to help the community when and where it can. 
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             Congratulations to :  

 Lloyd Kadlec: Lloyd received his Class òBó Wastewater Treatment Operator License 

    Gary Thrift: Gary received his Class òAó Wastewater Treatment Operator License   

 Thomas Odom: Thomas received his Distribution System Operator Class Certificate       

  Karen Grindle: Karen received her Certified Professional Public Buyer (CPPB) Certificate 

                        

 

                 

 

SAUNDERS RETIRING AFTER 46 YEARS WITH LIBRARY 

  Rebecca Saunders, the Head of Local History and Genealogy Services at the Bay County Public Library, retired in July after 46 years of out-

standing service to the citizens of Bay County. 

  Becky began her service to the library as a Girl Scout volunteer. She joined the Bay County Public Library staff on March 1, 1968, and has had 

several key positions, including Head of Technical Services and her current position as Head of Local History and Genealogy. 

   Becky's accomplishments include transitioning the library from card catalog to computer system in the 1990s, and working with her staff to 

fund and build a digital archive of over 16,000 historical photos which can be accessed online. 

  In 2005 Becky received the Outstanding Achievement Award in Florida Genealogy from the Florida State Genealogical Society, just one of 

many awards for her outstanding service and leadership. 

  An active member of the Bay County Genealogical Society and the Historical Society of Bay County, Becky has coordinated many wonderful 

events to encourage people to research their family history, including the very successful Genealogy after Hours program. 

   Becky has used her exceptional knowledge of Bay County to assist thousands of people over the years with their research, and has played a 

major role in the planning of the Panama City Centennial and Bay County Centennial celebrations.  

  [Saunders BC.jpg: Pictured: Bay County Commissioner Mike Thomas recognizes Rebecca Saundersôs 46 years of service to Bay County at the commission meeting on July 15th.] 
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Extra Mile Award 
Dennis Stanley 
August 5, 2014 

 
 It is with great honor that we recognize Dennis Stanley for receiving the Plan 
Examiner of the Year for the entire State of Florida. Dennis has been working with Bay 
County for 15 years dedicating his career to upholding the goals, objectives, and in-
tegrity of our Builders Services Dept. He has been active in our Panhandle Chapter 
since 1998 and has been a great influence in creating a good working relationship 
with the entire construction industry in Bay County.  Thank you again for your unparal-
leled dedication.  We are honored to present this award for your actions, loyalty   and 
commitment to our community and for receiving such prestigious recognition through-
out the State of Florida.  Thank you for being such an integral part of our team. 
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FUNDS FOR COMPUTERS DONATED TO LIBRARY 

The Bay County Genealogical Society raised money in 2008 for two computers for genealogical research at the Bay 
County Public Library. Recently, the Society generously donated $2,000 to the libraryôs Local History Room to replace 
those computers. Society President William J. Zehner and Corresponding Secretary Janice Moore Cronan presented 

the check to Rebecca Brown Saunders, Head of the libraryôs Local History Room. 

ñWe appreciate the support of the Bay County Genealogical Society,ò said Rebecca Saunders. ñThe new computers 

will mean faster access for patrons conducting family research.ò 

The Bay County Genealogical Society is dedicated to the advancement, education, and promotion of family history 
research, and to the preservation and distribution of historical records related to Bay County, Florida, and surrounding 

areas. 

The Local History Room at the Bay County Public Library collects and preserves the history of Bay County. The library 
houses print materials, artifacts, photographs, school annuals, city directories, telephone directories, newspapers and 
periodicals, as well as books on Bay County, written by Bay Countians. The collection also includes an excellent selec-
tion on Florida history. The collection is for in-library use only, and they are open Monday through Friday from 9 AM to 

4 PM. 

[BC Genealogical Society.jpg: Pictured, left to right: Janice Moore Cronan, William J. Zehner, and Rebecca Brown Saunders] 

CAREER INFORMATION CENTER AVAILABLE THROUGH YOUR LIBRARY 

To access this resource:  Go to www.nwrls.com  Under Research, click on Databases   Click on Florida Electronic Library  Under Browse 

Our Resources, click on eBooks  Choose Career Information Center 

For questions on FEL and other research databases, please visit the Bay County Public Library 
at 898 West 11

th
 Street in Panama City or call us at 522-2107. 

The Florida Electronic Library (FEL) is a gateway to electronic magazines, newspapers, almanacs, encyclo-

pedias and books, and the Ask a Librarian reference service. 

Recently, the Career Information Center, 10th edition, was added to FEL. This 16 volume set provides the 
most current information available on careers in the United States. Job profiles cover the following: job 
facts; nature of work; work environment; education; licenses; certification and training; job outlook; similar 

occupations; and sources of additional information, such as books, audiovisual materials and organizations. 

The Career Information Center provides valuable information to human resources professionals; managers 

and supervisors; and prospective and current college students who are trying to decide on a career path. 

http://www.nwrls.com
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